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Serving The Church
There are many ways that we at 
the Wilmington Baptist 
Association can serve you, the 
local church, in your divine 
mission to reach 
your 
community. 
One of the 
ways is through 
apologetics 
training and 
seminars.

In addition to 
leading a 
series of seminars on the 12 
Classical Steps that Prove 
Christianity True other topics can 
be taught as well. Seminars such as 
“Why Trust The Bible”, 
“Introduction to World Views & 
Religions”, “The History of 
Islam,” & “Evidence of the 
Resurrection of Christ” are a few 
topics that can be taught in the 
local church. Please contact the 
WBA office for more information 
& scheduling.

The Trumpet
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Dr. Dennis Long, Director of Missions

Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and 
the life. No one comes to the Father except 

through me.”
John14:6

One of (if not) the biggest issue many people have 
with Christianity is the exclusivity of Christ. While 
many people profess a belief in a god, supreme 
being, or creator the exclusivity of Christ causes 
many to reject Christianity out right. The accusation 
is that Christianity is too narrow and exclusive. The 
world declares that Christians are narrow minded.

The problem with this accusation is that all truth is 
by nature narrow and exclusive. For example, 1 + 1 = 
2. That is an exclusive truth claim. In stating that 1 + 
1 = 2 I have eliminated 0,1,3, to infinite as a 
possibility. I have excluded every number except for 
2. I have narrowly defined the truth to be limited to  
the number 2. The truth of 1 + 1 = 2 is absolute, 
narrow, and exclusive.

All truth claims are absolute, narrow and exclusive.  
Even the claim “truth is not narrow” is narrow and 
excludes its opposite! When Jesus claimed that He 
is the truth and the way, He was making a truth 
claim that excludes other possibilities.

Let us as an associate unite in the reality that Jesus 
is the way, truth, and the light. Let us work 
together with the understanding that our duty is to 
share the truth of Christ to an unbelieving world.
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Sermons That Stick

This past November Ed 
Stetzer of LifeWay wrote an 
article for the magazine 
Preaching entitled “Sermons 
That Stick.” Stetzer stated 
that the purpose of his article 
was “an effort to encourage 
other preachers to 
communicate Scripture 
faithfully and effectively.” 
Stetzer wrote that to preach 
in a way that connects with 
the listeners was to:
1. Enter Their World - 

Preachers who engage their 
listeners consider what 
their world looks like.

2. Open The Book - Entering 
the listener’s world is only 
as meaningful as we make 
the connection between 
their world & God’s 
revelation.

3. Pull Back The Curtain - If 
you want your sermon to 
stick, you must pull back 
the curtain to reveal who 
God is, who we are & what 
He really wants.

4.  Call For A Response - 
Preaching never aims 
merely at the head, but also 
the heart & will.

The entire article can be read 
at 
preaching.com 
and is worth 
reading.

Church First
From the desk of Dr. Dennis Long

Greetings in the name of out Lord 
& Savior Jesus Christ. 

One of the most important 
issues facing the church today is to 
clearly understand and clarify its 
purpose. Why does the church 
exist? What are its priorities? 
What has God called the church 
to be and to do? Simply stated the 
church is called into being to join 
God in His mission to save and 
redeem humanity. The life blood 
of accomplishing this task is 
gospel centered evangelism and 
discipleship.

It is important to know these 
answers because be assured our 
enemy wants to destroy the 
church. Satan understands that the 
church is God’s chosen instrument 
to share the Good News of Christ.  
So he seeks to cripple the church.

His most insidious strategy is 
to attack the church not from the 
outside but from the inside. He 
aims to get the church sidetracked 
and distracted on small, temporary, 

inconsequential issues. When this 
happens the result is that the 
church loses focus on its purpose 
and mission. If he can distract the 
church, he renders her witness 
powerless and ineffective for 
advancing the kingdom. 

Unfortunately, many churches 
today find themselves embroiled in 
internal issue after internal issue 
and it never seems to end. While 
some of the issues are significant 
and need to be addressed, others 
are not. Let us be reminded that 
many issues that pop up in the 
church today are simply a ploy to 
distract the church from her 
original mission and purpose.

One way the church can stay 
focused on her mission is to 
regularly pause and revisit her 
purpose: to join God in His 
mission to save and redeem 
humanity. When issues begin to 
arise stop ... and refocus on why 
God called the church into being.

It is a joy to serve you,
Dr. Dennis  Long




